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The World Social Forum: "Another World is Possible." How?

The World Social Forum, taking place in Nepal from February 15 to 19, carries the inspiring slogan "Another world is possible."
This phrase encapsulates the belief in the potential for a different, more equitable world. From a feminist perspective,
achieving this transformation necessitates the active and robust participation of women in all place and level of decision
making. It is not only a fundamental right but also a responsibility for women to engage in shaping the future of our world.
However, the power of women has often been curtailed by ruling authorities schooled by patriarchal sociological process.
Patriarchal groups, nominal women's rights activists, and extremist religious factions use deceitful methods to manipulate and
control prominent women, aiming to maintain power over their leadership and influence.

The strength of women has diminished as some prominent female leaders have fallen into the trap of male-controlled toxic
structures, undermining their own power. In Nepal, and across Asia, the women's rights movement faces fragmentation, with
activists divided among various factions, including political parties and waves. Consequently, laws pertaining to women's
human rights exist merely on paper, lacking genuine commitment to implementation and enforcement.

Despite being in the 21st century, alarming statistics persist: two-thirds of women experience sexual assault, intimate partner
violence is prevalent in households, and women and girls fall victim to trafficking and exploitation, migrating from rural areas
to urban centers for labor where, unfortunately, government negligence exacerbates labor exploitation issues. Additionally,
unpaid domestic work, such as housework and unpaid care work, remains undervalued, when men predominantly dominating
the related labor market with dignity and prestige. Youth migrate abroad counties day to day, remaining individual including
women have been struggling unemployment, mainly, women have been limited access to secure income sources, access to
opportunity, control over income, and not even have access to modern agricultural tools, technology when they try to do
something.

More over women/girls were not guaranteed sovereignty to their bodies and sexuality, it has been always controlled by male
lensed perspective. Throughout our life stages, we undergo various transformations, yet they struggle to find safe platforms to
express their experiences and thoughts. Moreover, there is a deficiency in leadership and receptiveness to women's
perspectives and voices.

How can we achieve an ‘another world’ when significant discrimination persists among women, men, and the LGBTIQA
community?

Another world is possible only if we can change the political power, traditional culture, social consciousness, attitude and
behavior of individuals. For this,

e There should be a gender transformation in the political party's perspective towards women, the state's commitment,
the leaders of all levels in the society, civil society, women's rights activists, social organizations, private sector,
literature, theater and artistry.

e Economy, education system and service transaction place and workplace should be gender friendly. The economic
assessment of unpaid work done at home, the participation of men in housework, and the creation of an
environment that connects women's time to economic production.

e  Compulsory marriage system is harmful, only by ending it, women's human rights can be used strongly. This requires
widespread awareness.

e The fact that there should be tolerance of violence is limited to the principle, an environment should be created to
transform it into behavior and an environment should be created where every citizen should transform it into
behavior by accepting that violence is a crime, society, state and family should not protect those who commit
violence.

e  Gaps of discrimination established on the basis of gender, sexual orientation, disability, caste, class, religion, color,
region, age and profession should be bridged.

e Government, national/international non-governmental organizations, private sector policies, budgets, programs
should all be gender responsive.

e General civil society and women's rights activists should be united against the tendency to protect heinous crimes like
corruption and rape.

e Traditionalist socio-cultural, religious texts and literature, which have become obstacles for gender equality, should
be analyzed and rewritten from a gender transformative perspective to make them up-to-date.
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